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HAZARD COMMUNICATION 
AND  BENEFITS OF GHS

• Standardize Approach

• Achieve Global Alignment

• Minimize Language Barrier Impact

• Simplify International Shipping

• Enhance Communication of Hazards

But wait. 
Didn’t we 
do all this 
in 2012?



Original Presentation Plan?
Impact of the NPRM incorporating Rev 7 GHS into OSHA HazComPrograms

Included in US OIRA Unified Regulatory Agenda on November 20, 2019, with 
a NPRM target date of January 2020.

What Happened?
“crickets”

SO –Notice of Proposed Rule delayed –again –and now there is a Rev 8!



GHS Revisions

Be aware of OSHA’s planned Revision 7 (or 8?) alignment plans… 
they may actually happen some day soon.

For now, continue to adhere to the current HazCom 2012, GHS 
Revision 3 aligned requirements.

Recognize that the changes will likely impact other chemical 
regulations when/if they are implemented.



Hazard 
Classifications

OSHA

GHS

EPA Tier II

Source:
https://www.epa.gov/epcr

a/physical-and-health-
hazards-cross-walk-epcra-

tier-ii-reporting

https://www.epa.gov/epcra/physical-and-health-hazards-cross-walk-epcra-tier-ii-reporting
https://www.epa.gov/epcra/physical-and-health-hazards-cross-walk-epcra-tier-ii-reporting


Some GHS Revision Changes from Rev 4 through 7:

• New hazard categories for chemically unstable gases and non-flammable aerosols (Rev. 4)

• Clarification of hazard classification criteria for skin corrosion/irritation, severe eye 
damage/irritation, and aerosols (Rev. 5)

• Revised/simplified classification & labelling summary tables (Rev. 5)

• New codification system for hazard pictograms (Rev. 5)

• New hazard class for desensitized explosives (Rev. 6)

• New hazard category for pyrophoric gases (Rev. 6)

• Additional information to be included in Section 9 of safety data sheets (Rev. 6)

• Revised precautionary statements (Revs. 4, 5 & 6)

• New example in Annex 7 addressing labelling of small packages (Rev. 6)

• New precautionary statement P503 for some explosives (Rev. 7)

• New classification criteria standards for aerosols (Rev. 8)



Classification 
Criteria for Aerosols



Know 
that it 

will likely 
happen

It will 
impact 

your 
HazCom
Program

It may 
impact 
other 
Regs

In the meantime…



During the initial GHS rollout, employers that were not fully 
compliant with the pre-GHS HazCom requirements had a harder 
time adopting the changes. 

Taking steps now to be fully HazCom compliant will make 
introducing the next round of changes easier.

Can we learn from the past?



Where am I most likely to be out of compliance?  

Let’s ask the experts!





Most Frequently Cited Serious Violations in 2019

Number One

1910.1200(e) Written hazard communication program

• 1910.1200(e)(1) Employers shall develop, implement, and maintain at each 
workplace, a written hazard communication program which at least 
describes how the criteria specified in paragraphs (f), (g), and (h) of this 
section for labels and other forms of warning, safety data sheets, and 
employee information and training will be met, and which also includes the
following: 

https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/interlinking/standards/1910.1200(e)
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/interlinking/standards/1910.1200(e)(1)


Most Frequently Cited Serious Violations in 2019

Number One

• 1910.1200(e)(1)(i) A list of the hazardous chemicals known to be present 
using a product identifier that is referenced on the appropriate safety data 
sheet (the list may be compiled for the workplace as a whole or for 
individual work areas); and, 

https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/interlinking/standards/1910.1200(e)(1)(i)


Most Frequently Cited Serious Violations in 2019

Number One

• 1910.1200(e)(1)(ii) The methods the employer will use to inform 
employees of the hazards of non-routine tasks (for example, the cleaning of 
reactor vessels), and the hazards associated with chemicals contained in 
unlabeled pipes in their work areas. 

https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/interlinking/standards/1910.1200(e)(1)(ii)


Most Frequently Cited Serious Violations in 2019

Number  Three

1910.1200(h) Employee Information and Training

• 1910.1200(h)(1) Employers shall provide employees with effective 
information and training on hazardous chemicals in their work area at the 
time of their initial assignment, and whenever a new chemical hazard the 
employees have not previously been trained about is introduced into their 
work area. Information and training may be designed to cover categories of 
hazards (e.g., flammability, carcinogenicity) or specific chemicals. Chemical-
specific information must always be available through labels and safety 
data sheets. 

https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/interlinking/standards/1910.1200(e)
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/interlinking/standards/1910.1200(e)(1)


Most Frequently Cited Serious Violations in 2019

Number  Six

1910.1200(g) Safety Data Sheets

• 1910.1200(g)(8) The employer shall maintain in the workplace copies of 
the required safety data sheets for each hazardous chemical, and shall 
ensure that they are readily accessible during each work shift to employees 
when they are in their work area(s). (Electronic access and other 
alternatives to maintaining paper copies of the safety data sheets are 
permitted as long as no barriers to immediate employee access in each 
workplace are created by such options.) 

https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/interlinking/standards/1910.1200(e)
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/interlinking/standards/1910.1200(e)(1)
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Don’t forget the 
Appendices!

https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.1200
OR

Just Google 1910.1200 ☺

https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.1200


HOW MANY STOP HERE?
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Don’t 
forget the 
CPL 
Directives!



https://www.osha.gov/enforcement/directives/directivenumber/CPL
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Most Frequently Cited Serious Violations in 2019

Number One

1910.1200(e) Written hazard communication program

• 1910.1200(e)(1) Employers shall develop, implement, and maintain at each 
workplace, a written hazard communication program which at least 
describes how the criteria specified in paragraphs (f), (g), and (h) of this 
section for labels and other forms of warning, safety data sheets, and 
employee information and training will be met, and which also includes the
following: 

https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/interlinking/standards/1910.1200(e)
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/interlinking/standards/1910.1200(e)(1)


Go to the Inspection Guidelines, Interfaces, and Appendices
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Most Frequently Cited Serious Violations in 2019

Number  Three

1910.1200(h) Employee Information and Training

• 1910.1200(h)(1) Employers shall provide employees with effective 
information and training on hazardous chemicals in their work area at the 
time of their initial assignment, and whenever a new chemical hazard the 
employees have not previously been trained about is introduced into their 
work area. Information and training may be designed to cover categories of 
hazards (e.g., flammability, carcinogenicity) or specific chemicals. Chemical-
specific information must always be available through labels and safety 
data sheets. 

https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/interlinking/standards/1910.1200(e)
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/interlinking/standards/1910.1200(e)(1)


Go to the Inspection Guidelines, Interfaces, and Appendices
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FACTS NOT FEAR

PREPARATION 
NOT PANIC





Non-PBT TRI Chemical Activity Thresholds

• A facility meeting the first two applicability criteria for reporting must file a 
TRI Report for a non-PBT Section 313 chemical if the facility:

• Most of the 650+ chemicals and chemical categories on the Section 313 list 
are non-PBT chemicals.

N
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ld
s • Manufactured (including imported) more than 25,000

pounds of the chemical in the reporting year, or

• Processed more than 25,000 pounds of the chemical in 

the reporting year, or

• Otherwise Used more than 10,000 pounds of the 

chemical in the reporting year

Source: US EPA RY18 Advanced Concepts 3-08-19







THANK YOU
Cathy Webb

501-663-8800

CWebb@harborenv.com

www.harborenv.com


