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The Arkansas Environmental Federation (AEF) represents  
Arkansas manufacturers, lawyers, lobbyists, consultants, power  
companies, municipalities, construction companies, hospitals 
and colleges at the state legislative level with one goal in mind: 
sensible regulation that simultaneously promotes economic 
growth and environmental protection. 

Through a variety of educational and networking opportunities, 
AEF strives to keep its members informed and involved in the 
initiatives and legislation that affects their industry and the  
impacts it may have on Arkansas’ economic development. 

Join today and gain access to a network of over 200 companies 
around the state with whom you can reach out to for input, 
brain storming, and discussion. 

For more information on membership with AEF, please email 
Ava Roberts at aroberts@environmentark.org 



summit agenda 

9:00-9:15 - Welcome/committee report 

9:15-9:30 - arkansas energy and environment update 

Shane Khoury, Secretary  
Hear from the newly appointed Secretary of the Arkansas  
Department of Energy and Environment about the  
Department’s efforts to promote sustainability issues here in 
the state. 

11:30-1:00 - lunch keynote speaker  

Erika Chan, Head of Sustainability, U.S. Steel   
Learn about U.S. Steel’s journey to become a more  
sustainable company, how the Corporate Sustainability  
function operates, and the role of stakeholders in shaping a 
more sustainable future. 

1:00-1:45 - sustainable development partnerships  

Corey Dunn, Ducks Unlimited and Kylee Clanton, Nucor 
Ducks Unlimited and Nucor will discuss how companies and 
non-profits can work together to develop sustainable projects 
that benefit industry and our natural resources.  

9:30-10:15 - ESG 101: The Big Picture  

Sushil Rajagopalan, PhD, Harbor   
Basic information about reporting frameworks; accounting 
practices, regulatory initiatives, and ideas for how to start a  
new program.  

10:15-10:30 - BREAK 

Enjoy time to network with EHS and Sustainability  
professionals working through the same issues you are! 

10:30-11:00 - Sustainability - moving from data to action

Dr. Antonis Papadourakis, President & CEO, LANXESS   
Lanxess recognizes it takes action to meet all of our business 
goals, not just sustainability goals. Hear Dr. Papadourakis  
discuss how they have integrated sustainability into their  
day-to-day business processes.  

11:00-11:30 - renewable energy market developments
       Panel discussion 

Brad Fischer, Summit Utilities   
 
Connie Oslica, Energy Transfer Partners, Sr. Operations Director 

Katherine Birnie, Peaks Renewables, Senior Manager,  
H2 Project Development

Ventrell Thompson, Entergy, V.P. of Customer Service  

We know how energy use and availability impacts our own  
sustainability “bottom line.” Join us to hear what these  
professionals are seeing and doing in their respective industries 
that just might change what you think about energy impacts. 

1:45-2:30 - communicating your sustainability story 

Leigh Ann Johnston, Sr. Vice President, Financial Profiles, Inc. 
Get clear on a few best management practices on  
communicating your sustainability efforts. It’s all about integrating 
your brand, data, and sustainability mission, and fostering ongoing 
stakeholder engagement.   

2:30-2:45 - BREAK 

Find a speaker and grab a colleague to get your  
questions answered! 

2:45-3:30 - reporting vs. disclosure: risky business  

John Peiserich, Sr. Vice President, J.S. Held LLC 
Voluntary sustainability reporting and Securities and Exchange 
Commission-mandated disclosures (including climate-related  
information) are risky business for corporations as they struggle to 
define ESG strategy. As companies try to appeal to consumers  
and the investment community by “going green,” those  
same companies create risk by “greenwashing” corporate  
climate-related information. Because there is no climate-related 
disclosure requirement in the United States, the SEC has proposed 
a draft rule to potentially bring some order. 

welcome to  
the summit! 
The Arkansas Environmental  
Federation and the Arkansas State 
Chamber of Commerce/AIA teamed 
up to advance the Natural State’s  
conversation around developing  
sustainable business in Arkansas.  
 
This education and networking  
forum seeks to provide an  
opportunity for business leaders  
and EHS/Sustainability professionals 
to learn about the best practices in 
developing sustainability programs 
and how the landscape of  
environmental, social, and  
governance (ESG) reporting is  
changing how we do business  
in Arkansas. 

Follow AEF on Facebook and Twitter for more 

information about how you can get involved 

and participate in future AEF events. 


